











Unlocktng

Letters & Sounds




Letters sounds are tfaught in groups starting with ones

made by single sounds. There is a progression that we U | k

follow set out in Unlocking Letters and Sounds. The actions L nioC x“g
. : etters & Sounds

are not the same as Jolly Phonics. (see Evidence Me/

website)

It is very important that the sounds are clean without an
‘'uh’ on the end. Suh/ nuh eilc.

We need to be able to recognise the letters quickly to be
able to blend sounds



Blending and segmenting

words

We can blend orally with no letters in front of us to ‘tune our ears’

Children need to be able to split words into the component sounds
( ) to write. We call this chopping



We have a daily phonic lesson following the
progression from Unlocking Letfters and Sounds
Each lesson follows the same format daily
— Wesing an qioEicies SEEE—————— 000000
We recap letters previously intfroduced
We practise oral blending
We blend using my turn/ your turn
Learn common exception words like ‘the
We write the letter

We will be..

Writing words
Writing phrases



Home learning will reflect what your

child has been learning and what would

support them next.

It might not be the same as their
friend.

Do not stressl!



Books are linked to the scheme to support the

— resedrchdone DS EEEE_——————

Children need to master blending and phonic readers
are matched to their phonic learning

The phonic reading book will be changed once per
week

The aim is to read these with fluency. A fluent reader
reads as quickly as they speak.



Sentences need to be blended but then it will be important
to go back and read back the sentence so that your child

becomes fluent. Otherwise they might as well read a list of
words.

Re-reading books also helps build fluency. The expectation
is to read the book 5 times through the week.



Digraphs and trigraphs

Sounds that are made by two letters sitting together

sh
ch
th
00
ee

.. And ones made by three

Telp
air

..50 words like ch-o-p have three sound buttons
l-igh-t



Decoding journey

Learning sounds
Blending sounds
Learning sight words

Reader journey

Favourite rhymes
Favourite books
Books with rich language

Y o e ] - 4 o
Redding simpie senrernces

Understanding simple sentences

Regular practise at home is
invaluable.

Visiting the library

Modelling reading and a love of language
Discussing words

Expecting speaking in sentences

Asking what they think about characters,
what might happen next

Vocabulary Q
Infer '
Predict

Explain
Retrieve
Summarise




How to support with reading a book at home

Try to have a regular time that suits your child when they aren't hungry, thirsty or
tired.

Make it a time to look forward to.

Let your child hold the book as they need to be able to hold it so that they can see
the words and their eyes can track across the page.

Look at the front cover. Talk about what the book might be about.

Look for the title of the book.

Find the start. Let your child say the sounds and blend the words. When they have
blended individual words through the sentence, ask them to read the whole

sentence back. This will help them to become fluent readers.

If they get stuck support them by modelling the blend. Next time they read the
book they can learn from that.



What about writing?




Developing young writers has several interwoven parts
Phonic skills and knowledge of letters which links to reading, of course

Speaking and listening — the linguistic skills
If you aren’t speaking in sentences then how will you write them?

Focus and attention

Physical skills — the secretarial aspect

Having core strength to sit and hold your frame

Arms that have full movement to allow your hands to work efficiently and
comfortably

Cross body patterning is needed to be able to form letters and move across the page
Making letter shapes

PHSE
Self-belief and willingness to ‘have a go’
Stick-ability (resilience)



Physical
skills




These sorts of activities all have a place in
developing a writer




At home:
Have different mark-making tools available
Play dough, cooking, painting, chalking, cutting are all good




Drawing and painting

Colouring is good for our fingers but in drawing there is
SO much more:

« Spatial awareness

« Use of lines and shapes to represent other things

 Sizing

« How can we expect children to write a whole load of
letter shapes neatly before this important
developmental stage?

« There are lots of how to videos on youtube









Value this si@ge

Ask what it says
They need to see themselves as
writers.




A typical journey into placing sounds

With writing we talk about chopping words (or segmenting) rather
than blending

sun becomes s-u-n

Very often children start by using the first (initial) sound and then
lots of other letter shapes they might know

Sandwich might be something like swinsalydmil

They then might hear some sounds through words and use them
along with others that are random

In phonic sessions we will teach the segmenting of short (cvc)
words

We will encourage writing everywherell
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Supporting writing using sounds at home

Don’t push them to this stage too quickly. If they are at a mark-making stage when they
can’t hear the blend yet then value their development.

When they are ready
Writing words

Get them to say the word

Segment (or chop) the word

Write the sounds they can hear

Use letter sounds rather then letter names

When they get to writing sentences
Get them to say the sentence then segment one word at a time

Their name is different
It is almost more of a handwriting exercise




The progression

To begin with we will be encouraging ‘having a go’ at wrifing and building confidence.
As they learn sounds we will work on placing sounds.

There will be a time when we look at spelling of words that just won't work phonetically
As they start to write phrases and sentences we will feach them to ‘finger space’

Capital letters and full stops will become part of what we expect as we become more
proficient with sentence writing. By this stage we will be really confident writers.

Our reading will start to inform our writing so we might use exclamation marks and
question marks.




Becoming a reader and writer is a process not a race. Sit back and enjoy the journey!
It is amazing!!




hitps://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ariicles/zibxby2a

https://www.pearson.com/content/dam/one-doi-com/one-dot-
com/uk/documents/Learner/Primary/Primary%20parents/Pearson EnjoyReadi
ng 03.pdf




