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INTRODUCTION 

 
The DfE Languages programme of study notes that “Learning a foreign language is a 
liberation from insularity and provides an opening to other cultures. A high-quality 
languages education should foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen their understanding 
of the world. The teaching should enable pupils to express their ideas and thoughts 
in another language and to understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech 
and in writing. It should also provide opportunities for them to communicate for 
practical purposes, learn new ways of thinking and read great literature in the 
original language. Language teaching should provide the foundation for learning 
further languages, equipping pupils to study and work in other countries.”  
(September 2013) 
 

RATIONALE 

Modern Foreign Languages provide a valuable educational, social and cultural 
experience for all pupils. The chosen language at Alexander Hosea Primary School is 
French, although other languages may be taught as appropriate. 

Modern Foreign Languages will be referred to as MFL throughout this policy. 

MFL are important because: 
• they prepare pupils to participate in a rapidly changing world in which work 

and other activities are often carried out in languages other than English 

• the rise of international business means that pupils need to be equipped with 
the skills needed by the international workplace 

• they increase capability in the use of MFL, promote initiative, confidence and 
independent learning and encourage diversity within society    
 

 

This policy is underpinned by the school’s ASPIRE values and aims. 
 
Adaptability 
Self-belief 
Perseverance 
Inclusion 
Respect 
Enquiry 
 
AIMS 
Our aims in teaching MFL are: 
 

• To enrich learning for all pupils  
• To empower learning of other languages 
• To introduce young children to another language in a way that is enjoyable 

and fun 
• To stimulate and encourage children’s curiosity about language 

• To encourage children to be aware that language has structure and that  the 
structure differs from one language to another 

• To help the children develop their awareness of cultural differences in other 
countries 

• To develop the children’s speaking and listening skills 
• To lay the foundations for future study 
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• To extend language teaching beyond mother tongue learning 
• To ensure that teachers develop confidence and competence to teach MFL 

and use MFL effectively in their teaching of other subjects 

TEACHING AND LEARNING 

Teaching a Modern Foreign Language is a statutory requirement from Year 3 to Year 
6. A variety of teaching and learning styles will be used in our MFL lessons. Our 
principal aim is to develop children’s knowledge, skills, and understanding. Children 
will have the opportunity to support their learning with a variety of resources. We 
will aim for a balance of whole class, group and independent learning.  

Teaching is in line with the recommendations of the National Curriculum 2014, with 

modifications in place which allow for the individual and differentiated needs of the 

children. The following areas are to be covered: 

 
 Listening and comprehension 

• to listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in 
and responding  

• to explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes 
and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words 

Speaking  

• to engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and 
respond to those of others; seek clarification and help  

• to speak in sentences, use familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language 
structures  

• to develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand 
when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases 

Reading and comprehension  

• to present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences 

• to read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple 
writing 

• to appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language  

• to broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new 
words that are introduced into familiar written material, including through 
using a dictionary  

Writing  

• to write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to 
express ideas clearly  

• to describe  people, places, things and actions orally and in writing 
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• to understand basic grammar appropriate to the French language, including 
feminine and masculine forms and the conjugation of high-frequency verbs; 
key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, 
to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English. 

ORGANISATION 

French is taught as weekly lessons by each class teacher in KS2 through topic work. 
The LCP New Generation Primary French Scheme supports the teaching and learning 
of French within the school. Lessons mainly focus on speaking and listening. 
However, when appropriate, children record written work informally in books, which 
are passed through the years and become a portfolio of their learning.  

The MFL co-ordinator meets regularly with all class teachers teaching French in order 
to discuss topics and relevant vocabulary and to assist with the teaching of French 
through team teaching sessions. 

Learning another language presents opportunities for the reinforcement of 
knowledge, skills and understanding in other curriculum areas. An understanding of 
the structure of a new language enhances the children’s understanding of their own 
language and so links closely to the English Curriculum. In addition, there are 
opportunities to link to PSHE & Citizenship, Geography and RE curricula in terms of 
the development of positive attitudes towards, and knowledge of, other cultures and 
countries. There are also links between the teaching of MFL and Numeracy, Science, 
Music, Art and PE. 

 
RESOURCES 

Central resources are the responsibility of the MFL curriculum leader.  These include 
videos, CDs, maps and the scheme of work. A collection of resources has been 
created on the J drive for teachers to use in their lessons. There are also French 
dictionaries available for pupils to use. 

Each child has their own French exercise book to be used as a point of reference and 
as a record of learning and progression. 

We have a close link with Katharine Lady Berkeley School; its MFL teachers support 
MFL teaching at Alexander Hosea School through providing advice and ‘in class’ 
teaching and learning opportunities. 

 
ASSESSMENT AND RECORDING 
Pupil progress is recorded, monitored and assessed in line with the National 
Curriculum 2014. Assessment is based on class observations of listening and 
speaking activities as well as written evidence in the children’s French books. These 
informal assessments are important to ensure that planning takes account of the 
children’s understanding, their way of thinking and their language skills development. 
 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 
All teaching and support staff at Alexander Hosea School are responsible for 
inclusion and ensuring that all children, irrespective of gender, ability, ethnic 
origin and social circumstances, have access to the whole curriculum and make 
the greatest possible progress. 
 
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS / DISABILITY / GIFTED ANDTALENTED 
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All children should have access to a broad, balanced curriculum which includes MFL 
and this should be appropriately differentiated to support the pupil’s specific needs to 
allow them to make the greatest possible progress and achieve the highest level of 
attainment. 
 
CONCLUSION 
This policy will be reviewed as part of the school’s rolling programme of policy 
review. 


