
Alexander Hosea Curriculum Map – Y4 Subject: History – A Local History Study - Bristol 
 

History enquiry question:     What are the important moments in Bristol’s history? 
Disciplinary Concepts: change and continuity, significance 
Substantive Concepts:  settlements, trade, invention 
Programme of Study Statements  

 a local history study 
 a study over time tracing how aspects of national history are 

reflected in the locality (this can go beyond 1066) 
 

Key Vocabulary  
 port, trade, confluence, Severn, Avon, Frome, Saxons, 

Normans, Medieval, settlements, docks, merchants, Age 
of Discovery, invention, slaves, plantations, civil engineer, 
pioneer, steamship, locomotive, Industrial Revolution, 
British Empire, innovative,  

 
Disciplinary Knowledge 

 sequence several events or historical figures on a timeline using dates 

 use a range of primary and secondary sources to find out about the past 

 gather more detail from sources such as maps to build up a clearer picture of the 
past 

 regularly address and sometimes devise own questions to find answers about the 
past 

 begin to undertake their own research 

 note key changes over a period of time and be able to give reasons for those 
changes 

 explain how people and events in the past have influenced life today 

 start to present ideas based on their own research 
 
 
 

Substantive Knowledge  
 to know the origins of Bristol (settled by the Saxons and 

originally named Brig Stow – ‘place of the bridge’) 
 to understand the role the city’s location and 

geographical features played in its development 
(confluence of the Severn, Avon and Frome) 

 to understand the city’s role in the Age of Discovery 
(Cabot) 

 to understand the city’s role in the slave trade (Colston) 
 to understand how Brunel’s achievements affected travel 

and trade in the city  
 to understand the city’s role in air travel today 

(Aerospace) 

Prior Knowledge: 
 know Wickwar is a village and it’s proximity to Bristol 
 know Wickwar is mainly a farming community  

Future Knowledge: 
 know how Wickwar and Bristol were affected during 

WW2 



 know the history and significance of weavers, potters, archers and brewers 
to the village 

 know who Alexander Hosea was and why he is significant to the village 
 know Wickwar once had a thriving High Street 
 know Bristol is our nearest city 
 know Brunel is a significant individual in Bristol’s history 

 develop understanding of how settlements develop into 
towns and cities 

Timeline /chronology  
 
 
Cultural Capital  
Visits and visitors  

 M Shed - https://www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/m-shed/plan-your-
visit/planning-school-group-visit/ 

 SS Great Britain - Learning and Education - SS Great Britain 
 Clifton Suspension Bridge - Schools & Groups - Clifton Suspension Bridge 

(cliftonbridge.org.uk) 
 Guided walking tour 

 

Experiences 
 Digimaps 
 Know Your Place 

 

Community Events and links  
 Yate Heritage Centre 

 
 

Global Issues 
 Black Lives Matter movement 
 Enviromental issues linked to air travel 
 Fair trade 

Key texts/Links 
Links 

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isambard_Kingdom_Brunel 
 https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/isambard-kingdom-brunel 
 http://www.ikbrunel.org.uk/index.php?id=1 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IPvSFIqIfCk&list=PLA8BF37B0B3A38744 

(a good series for teacher subject knowledge of Brunel) 
 https://kids.kiddle.co/Statue_of_Edward_Colston 
 https://kids.kiddle.co/John_Cabot 
 https://kids.kiddle.co/Isambard_Kingdom_Brunel 

Famous People 
 John Cabot 
 Edward Colston 
 Isambard Kingdom Brunel 
 John McAdam 

 



 https://kids.britannica.com/students/article/Bristol/273356#312111-toc 
 
Texts 

 Hometown History: Bristol – Janine Amos 
 Children’s History of Bristol – Janine Amos 
 The Story of Isambard Kingdom Brunel: The man who built Britain – 

Amanda Mitchinson 
 The Little Giant – Pauline Francis 
 Mission Underground: The Making of Mr Brunel’s Splendid Tunnel – 

Margaret Nash 
 


