Alexander Hosea Primary School Parent Council Meeting

Date: 18" November 2025

Class Teacher Parent representative

R -Topaz Mrs Newcombe

Y1 - Ruby Miss Clark Mrs Pittson (Rosie)

Y2 - Jet Mrs Dimery and Mrs Cleverley Ms Spreadbury (Alfred)

Y3 - Crystal Miss Hurford/Mrs Grainger Ms Southwick (Oliver and Hattie)
Y4 - Diamond Miss Edgar Ms Spreadbury (Hugo D)

Y5 - Pearl Mrs Brooks Mrs Smith (Rocco)

Y6 - Amethyst Miss Williams Mrs Ganesh (Lily)

School Representative Mrs Williams

_ We are friendly, thoughtful and kind to others.

Be We treat others as we wish to be treated ourselves and
respectful | have good manners.
Be We make good choices to make our world a better

responsible | place.

Be curious | We have ‘the want’ to learn; we are eager to explore,
discover and problem solve.

We celebrate what makes us different and special.
NI We know that the ‘power of yet’ helps us to keep going
and bounce back and achieve our goals.

We know that together everyone achieves more.

Agenda
Notes (PC = Parent Council rep)

Attendees Present: Mrs Pittson, Ms Southwick, Ms Spreadbury, Mrs Smith
Apologies: Mrs Ganesh
Topaz rep tbc

Updates

from last

meeting:

Meeting Feedback received from Classes: Ruby, Jet, Diamond and Pearl

Academisation to join The Leaf Trust in September 2026

Consultation window has now closed (on 14" Nov)

Due diligence is happening behind the scenes — finance, premises etc

Governors and the LEAF board of trustees will decide whether to proceed in the coming
weeks.

We have started to align our systems with the trust. The next system will be to move to
Arbor (which many schools have already moved to) — this will replace Scopay, SIMs Connect,
Teacher 2 Parents etc and streamline systems. There will be an app for parents to use.

Nursery

Consultation is open until 28" Nov




- Huge response from community members in support of the school applying to DfE to open a
school-based nursery.

- Application will be submitted in coming weeks and we should find out by March whether
this is agreed.

- If agreed the nursery will open in Sept 2026.

Miscelleaneous

Pedestrian training — this is provided by South Glos road safety team in autumn of Y5. Parent asked
whether this could happen end Y4 or Sept Y5. We could request this next year, but it would depend
on the availability of the team.

Medical forms — Parent asked whether there is a quicker way of updating medical forms each year
(for children who need medication in school). In the future, we anticipate that all medical forms,
data collection etc will be done via Arbor (so that parents can complete at home, which will help
working families). Further communication about this will be sent out when Arbor set up.

Sporting activities transport — Parent noted that it can be hard for working families to transport
their children to matches during school day. We may be able to look into community transport. Also
mentioned about getting some smaller football nets, so that we can host more matches here too.
Mrs Williams to ask Miss Williams (PE Lead) to consider.

Christmas dates — Parent asked whether the dates can be provided asap to help working families.
These were sent out to parents on Friday 14" Nov.

Photography — some parents prefer Tulip and some prefer Tempest.

Christmas cards — Parents commented that they would like to see more colour on the cards and
more variety in the card designs from year to year. Not able to stick things on and have a standard
format to use.

Mrs Williams will speak to Mrs Cleverley art leader to see if we can have a plan around this.

Parent helpers on trips — Y5 parents are keen to help on trips. Ratio is 1 adult per 15 children in
uks2, so don’t very often need any additional adults.
Mrs Williams will let Mrs Brooks (class teacher) know that parents are interested.

Class newsletters (phonics/spelling information) — Parent requested that the phonic sounds are
included in the class newsletter. Class teacher in Y1 will add these from now on. Noted that
Reception sound envelopes were helpful.

Spelling is taught from Jan in Y2 to end Y6. We follow Essential Spellings programme.
https://www.hfleducation.org/school-improvement/primary/english/essential-spelling. Parent

asked for statutory spelling lists.
Mrs Williams will ask teachers to share the weekly spelling focus in class newsletters (Spring in Y2-6).
Mrs Williams will share the links to the statutory spelling lists in the next school newsletter.

Maths parent workshop — Parents asked for parent workshops to help them to support their
children at home (this follows on from last year). Maths Advisor from South Glos has been booked
to do parent information session in spring 2026. More information to follow.



https://www.hfleducation.org/school-improvement/primary/english/essential-spelling

Parent asked whether a link to the Calculation policy could be shared on school newsletter.
Mrs Williams to add Calculation policy to the newsletter

Wider Curriculum — Parent asked for information about what is taught in the wider curriculum in
projects. These are shared with parents via the Project Overviews on the school website.
Mrs Williams will add links to these in the next school newsletter.

School meals — Parent asked that dessert options can be added back in on Scopay. Everyday there is
a home made pudding, fruit or yoghurt. Children chose at the hatch. All puddings except ice cream
are dairy-free (there is a dairy free option). Menu is on the school website.

Parent asked that on a roast day, Scopay shows which meat. This is not possible as the meat is
provided by the supplier based on what is available - this is why it is ‘roast of the day’. The catering
team know the children who have dietary needs and food allergies and provide food (including
dessert) in line with these.

Mrs Williams to speak to Admin team about adding the dessert to Scopay.

Mrs Williams to add the menu link to the newsletter again.

School values certificates — Parent asked that staff add the reason for the Values Certificates being
awarded, so that they know what to celebrate with their children (also some younger children don’t
remember what these were for).

Mrs Williams to request that where possible staff add this information.

Remembrance day — Parent requested more notice for the children to be able to wear their
brownie/scout etc uniform. Request was made at late notice and school agreed that pupils could
wear these uniforms. This meant a lot to the children, so we will make it an annual offer.

School will add this to the calendar for next year.

Homework — a parent raised a concern about the amount of homework being set (too much). We
acknowledge that parents will have varying views about homework and we endeavour to not set too
much as we know children and families are busy. The basics such as daily reading; a weekly maths
task (eg Mathletics); TTRS for Y2-6 and phonics (R-Y2 autumn) or spellings (Y2 spring-Y6) are
expected. Some additional tasks may be set in addition to this linked to projects.

Goose gates — a parent raised that the gates are broken, which impacts the look of the front of the
school. The new caretaker is planning to look at fixing these when he starts.

Parent noted that if possible in the future it would be helpful to widen the entry and exit areas near
goose gates. Noted that this would be expensive, but may be considered (or change to path access
to gate nearer to the hall) in the long term.

Anything
to carry
forward to
next
meeting or
take to
Student
Council?

1. Academisation updates, as available
2. Nursery updates, as available

Discussion
points for

What would parents like to discuss in future meetings?
e Parent Council Reps to gather ideas a week before the next meeting and let Mrs Williams know.
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future
meetings

Dates of next meetings (all 2:30pm start):

Term1 30% September 25
Term 2 18" November 25
Term3 10™ February 26
Term 4 31 March 26
Term 5 No meeting

Term6 7% July 26



